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1. Introduction 

1.1. The Development 

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report was prepared by Liberty One Communications (Liberty One) to 

explain, in detail, the consultation activity undertaken by RWE Renewables UK Developments Ltd, (the Applicant) 

in relation to the proposed Daer Wind Farm (the 'Development') which includes up to 17 turbines and is located 

adjacent to the southeast of the Daer Reservoir in both Dumfries & Galloway and South Lanarkshire Council areas. 

Comments and feedback received from the Public Exhibition as well as those received through a wider community 

engagement programme have been collated and reported within this PAC Report, which accompanies the formal 

application under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU). 

The PAC Report also illustrates how the Applicant has responded to comments from members of the public and 

community groups, and where relevant, has helped shape and inform the design of the Proposed Development. 

During the consultation process, the Applicant’s business operation was involved in a merger to a different company. 

This move was in name only and the business activities, including that associated with the Proposed Development 

continued as normal. This move and change in business name was well communicated to stakeholders and 

interested parties to ensure there was no confusion. 

1.2. Section 36 Context (Consultation) 

Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied the principles of the 

consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications as set out in The Town and Country Planning 

(Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 and circular 3:2013- Development 

Management Procedures. This enables the local community and all those with an interest in the proposals a clear 

opportunity to view the proposals, and importantly provide comment and feedback. 

1.3. Best Practice  

The Applicant is aware of the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local people in development proposals, 

both prior to and following the submission of any application and through to the construction and operation should 

the Applicant’s proposals obtain planning permission. 

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which advises that in order 

for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone interested in the future development 

of the community, village, town or city they live in, should understand the planning process. Developers are advised 

to involve residents at the earliest opportunity so that they can feel confident that engagement in the process has 

been meaningful: 

PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term "consultation" is used to mean the: 

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views and, normally, 

with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms ‘engagement’ and 

‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of effective relationships with 

individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence the decisions and get involved in 

the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this document engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine 

opportunity to have a say on a development plan or proposal which affects them; listening to what they say and 

reaching a decision in an open and transparent way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed (page 

3, paragraph 1).” 

Paragraph 6 of Scottish Planning Policy (2020) also highlights the important role of effective engagement, stating: 

“Effective engagement with the public can lead to better plans, better decisions and more satisfactory outcomes and 

can help to avoid delays in the planning process. 



 

 

The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way including tailoring its 

strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of importance vary and the consultation 

programmes are designed to reflect that. 

2. Overview of Consultation Activity 

The Applicant began consultation for the Proposed Development in February 2018. A letter (appendix C) was 

distributed that introduced the Applicant informing that a planning application for a Met Mast had been submitted to 

South Lanarkshire Council as they explored the opportunity of developing a wind farm on the site. This letter was 

sent to all residential and business addresses within a four-mile radius of the site (see Appendix D), along with the 

community councils and community groups of Kirkpatrick & Juxta, Crawford & Elvanfoot, Moffat & District, Duneaton, 

Leadhills, Tweedsmuir, Closeburn, Thornhill, Sanquhar, Wanlockhead, Wamphray, Ettrick and Yarrow, Upper 

Tweed, Johnstone and Kirkmichael. 

Following this communication, initial meetings were held with local community representatives, the local MSP and 

local residents to explain the proposals. Initial feedback was provided by the community representatives, including 

advice on suitable locations to host consultation events and the best timings of those events.  

Correspondence through letter/email has continued throughout this period, with an update letter (appendix C) sent 

to the local community and stakeholders informing of any significant milestones relating to the Proposed 

Development. 

Due to the outbreak of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in 2020 and in accordance with Scottish Government Guidance, 

Public Consultation on the Proposed Development was hosted online to replace physical exhibitions. The project 

website went live on 02 September 2020, and feedback was sought until 23 September 2020 – this period was 

extended following a request from the local community. The Applicant also held a question and answer session via 

interactive text from the project website. This took place on 15 September 2020 and provided an opportunity for 

residents and other stakeholders to directly engage with members of the project team.  

Dialogue has been maintained with Community Councils and other Community Groups up to the point of submission 

and will continue through determination of the application. Chapter 2.3 provides a full schedule of the consultation 

meetings and events where there was a representative from the Applicant in attendance to date (at the time of 

writing).   

All comments and feedback received from the consultation period, as well as those received through the additional 

community engagement programme have been collated and analysed as part of this PAC Report (Chapter 4), which 

also illustrates how feedback has, where possible, help shape and inform the Proposed Development. 

2.1. Programme of Activity 

 

Planning Advice Note 

(PAN) 

3 / 2010 Community 

Engagement 

Consultation Activity Date 

Consult Community 

Council and local 

residents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local residents 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local residents 

 

 

 

February 2018 

 

 

July 2018 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Planning Advice Note 

(PAN) 

3 / 2010 Community 

Engagement 

Consultation Activity Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local residents 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local residents 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local residents 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local resident 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local residents 

 

• Letter to elected members/community 

councils/local residents 

 

Meetings 

 

• Meeting with Chair of Kirkpatrick & Juxta 

Community Council 

 

• Meeting with local resident (Daerbank) 

 

• Meeting with Aileen Campbell MSP 

 

• Meeting with Southern Upland Partnership 

 

• Meeting with Tweedsmuir Community Council 

(via Zoom) 

 

• Meeting with Kirkpatrick & Juxta Community 

Council (via Zoom) 

 

December 2018 

 

 

May 2019 

 

 

August 2019 

 

 

February 2020 

 

 

July 2020 

 

 

September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

11 June 2018 

 

20 August 2018 

 

21 August 2018 

 

17 March 2020 

 

 

29 September 2020 

 

 

13 October 2020 

 

Hold Public Event 

(local event to be 

advertised and that 

advert to indicate that 

representations can be 

made to the 

prospective applicant) 

advertised in the local 

press 

• Online Public Consultation held via 

www.rwe.com/daer 

 

• Online Public Consultation advertised in 

Carluke Gazette 

15 September 2020 

 

 

02 September 2020 

http://www.rwe.com/daer


 

 

2.2. Online Consultation 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the Applicant was unable to deliver exhibitions in the traditional manner. 

Instead, the Applicant followed Scottish Government guidance closely on delivering an online consultation. 

The hub for this online consultation was a dedicated Virtual Consultation Room (see figure 1) accessed through the 

bespoke project website (www.rwe.com/daer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The project website went live on 02 September 2020 in conjunction with an advertisement (appendix A) being placed 

in the Carluke Gazette which outlined the proposals, how information could be viewed, and alerting members of the 

public to the online interactive Live Chat session taking place on Tuesday 15 September 2020 between 3pm and 

7pm. 

The overall aim of the online consultation was to provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to view and review the 

proposals, to explain how the design had evolved and gain valuable feedback on the Proposed Development.  

On display with the Virtual Consultation Room were exhibition boards providing an overview of the site design at the 

point in time the online consultation was held. Copies of the exhibition boards were hosted in the Virtual Consultation 

Room continuously throughout the lifetime of the website. 

In addition to the exhibition boards, visualisations from key viewpoints were available, along with an FAQ document.  

During the consultation period, there were 226 unique visitors to the website and consultation room. The materials 

that were on display can be found in Appendix B.  

The online consultation also provided an opportunity for members of the public to provide feedback to help shape 

and inform both the consultation programme and proposals going forward. A feedback form facility was made 

available, with the option for interested parties to send feedback either online through the website or a dedicated 

postal address. 

In addition to the Virtual Consultation room, and in accordance with Scottish Government guidance relating to public 

consultation and Covid-19, the Applicant hosted a question and answer session via an interactive Live Chat forum 

from the project website. This took place on 15 September 2020 (3pm-7pm) and allowed those with enquiries about 

the Proposed Development to ask members of the development team who were on hand throughout to respond in 

real time were any questions raised.  

During the four-hour session, no questions were raised.  

Figure 1 



 

 

2.3. Meetings and Presentations 

Throughout the pre-application consultation period, the Applicant sought to meet and engage with the local 

community and stakeholders. These meetings initially took place in person, before going online in light of the ongoing 

COVID-19 restrictions. These meetings are diarised below. 

 

Meeting  

Kirkpatrick & Juxta Community Council (11 June 2018) Beattock, Dumfries & Galloway  

Local resident, Daerbank (20 August 2018) Daerbank, South Lanarkshire  

Aileen Campbell MSP (21 August 2018) Carluke, South Lanarkshire  

Southern Upland Partnership (17 March 2020) via telephone  

Tweedsmuir Community Council (29 September 2020) via Zoom video call  

Kirkpatrick Community Council, Wamphray Community Council, local residents (13 October 2020) 

via Zoom video call 

 

 

3. Feedback 

 

Feedback received  

Feedback from Crawford & Elvanfoot Community Council representative, 22 September 2020 (appendix E) 

Letter received from Crawford & Elvanfoot Community Council, 23 September 2020 (appendix E) 

Letter received from Crawford & Elvanfoot Community Council, 23 October 2020 (appendix E) 

 

4.  Key Issues Arising from the Consultation 

The following section sets out the key issues raised during the pre-application consultation period and those raised 

in the various meetings and discussions the Applicant had with stakeholders. Where appropriate, a response has 

been made to address these issues or indeed, highlight where changes have been made to the consent application 

as a direct result of the feedback received. 

Although the Proposed Development is a Section 36 application and therefore outwith the requirement for statutory 

public consultation, the Applicant has sought to follow this process an ensure that extensive public engagement has 

taken place. The submission of the application will be advertised in the Carluke and Lanark Gazette (12/05/2021, 

19/05/2021), the Annandale Observer (14/05/2021, 19/05/2021), Annandale Herald (13/05/2021, 20/05/2021), The 

Herald (14/05/2021) and the Edinburgh Gazette (14/05/2021). 

The Section 36 consent application, along with supporting materials will also be made available for viewing on the 

Energy Consent Unit website and www.rwe.com/daer. Public will be able to view the application via these means 

and submit formal comment directly to the Energy Consents Unit. 

 

Comment  Applicant Response (if applicable) 

Issues affecting local economy  As summarised within the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report (Chapter 14: Socioeconomics) that accompanies the 

planning application, the Proposed Development has the 

potential to create job opportunities throughout the 

construction and operational phases and contribute to 

http://www.rwe.com/daer


 

 

Comment  Applicant Response (if applicable) 

meeting the goals of both South Lanarkshire and Dumfries 

and Galloway’s Regional Economic Strategies. 

Impact of proposed wind farms on local 

property prices 

 Studies1 indicate that once constructed and operational, wind 

farms do not adversely impact the local property market and, 

therefore, the impact on property prices has not been 

considered further. 

Previous wind farm developments have not 

brought sustainable work opportunities for 

the local community 

 As summarised within the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report (Chapter 14: Socioeconomics) that accompanies the 

planning application, the Proposed Development has the 

potential to create job opportunities throughout the 

construction and operational phases and contribute to 

meeting the goals of both South Lanarkshire and Dumfries 

and Galloway’s Regional Economic Strategies. 

If the Proposed Development is consented, one of the first 

steps the Applicant will undertake is to arrange a ‘Meet the 

Buyer’ event. This will be an organised and advertised event 

that will invite local businesses and Trades people to come 

and speak to the Applicant so the Applicant can understand 

the services offered and advise on its procurement process. 

The Applicant will then form a register of interest and this will 

be transferred to the key Contractor to enable them to utilise 

local services. The Applicant will also use it within its project 

team for ascertaining things like availability of local 

accommodation such as B&Bs. 

Previous Community Benefit funds have 

not benefited the local population 

 Whilst not a factor in the determination of the planning 

application, the Applicant would, were the planning 

application to be approved, seek to work closely with the 

local communities regarding a community benefit fund that 

would be created for the project. 

Conducting the public consultation during 

the COVID-19 pandemic gave an unfair 

advantage and the method was unsuitable 

 It was always the Applicant’s intention to host a series of 

public consultation events within the local community in 

advance of the submission of the consent application. In light 

of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Applicant closely 

followed the guidance set out by the Scottish Government 

regarding public engagement. The project website was 

created containing all the relevant information regarding the 

Proposed Development. As well as this, a number of virtual 

meetings were hosted with the strategic uplands partnership 

and with local community councils, with the Applicant keen to 

engage as much as possible throughout this challenging 

period.   

Photo montages produced as part of the 

LVIA study not a representation of the 

proposed wind farm’s impact on local 

residents and visitors to the reservoir 

 Following feedback from the local community, further 

wireframes and photo montages were produced and 

distributed. 

 

1 Dr Stephan Heblich, Dan Olner, Prof Gwilym Pryce, Prof Chris Timmins (2016) ‘Impact of wind turbines on house 

prices in Scotland.’ 

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/1359/cxc_wind_farms_impact_on_house_prices_final_17_oct_2016.pdf 

 

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/1359/cxc_wind_farms_impact_on_house_prices_final_17_oct_2016.pdf


 

 

Comment  Applicant Response (if applicable) 

Amount of wind farm development in the 

area surrounding the Crawford & Elvanfoot 

Community Council area 

 The site of the Proposed Development was chosen following 

an extensive period of study. Other existing and proposed 

wind farm proposals within the surrounding area have and 

will be taken into account as part of the assessments 

associated with the Proposed Development. 

5. Summary 

From the outset, the Applicant sought to engage and consult fully with the local community and stakeholders 

regarding the Proposed Development.  

Although this level of public consultation is not a statutory requirement for a Section 36 planning application, as 

demonstrated within this report, the Applicant closely followed best practice regarding Community Engagement and 

public consultation. 

Whilst the Applicant was disappointed that there was no participation as part of the live interactive chat session, the 

Applicant is hopeful that the engagement undertaken as part of the wider consultation process served to answer 

and address the issues and questions that were raised, without the requirement for this event. 

The Applicant was pleased to meet and present to local residents and will seek to continue to do so following the 

submission of the Section 36 consent application. 

 

 



 

 

6. Appendices 

Appendix A – Public Exhibition Advert 

  



 

 

Appendix B – Public Exhibition Materials 

Exhibition Banners 
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6. Bringing the turbines to site  



 

 

7. Project timetable 

 

 

  



 

 

8. What happens next  



 

 

9. Working with your community 



 

 

10. Have your say  
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Appendix D – Letter Distribution Area 

  



 

 

Appendix E – Feedback 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  




