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Your Year 2019
Welcome to the 2019 Impact Report for the Innogy Renewables Middlemoor Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund (The Fund). This my fourth Impact Report since taking over responsibility for managing the Fund at the Community Foundation, and it also represents a departure from previous reports, which have focused on monitoring for grants made in the preceding year, for which monitoring was received at the end of the grant period. However, during 2020, the Community Foundation will be reviewing how it reports on grant impact, including how we set out information within these reports, therefore it is an appropriate time to update the Impact Report to cover grants made during the current year, together with monitoring received to date.
This Impact Report covers grant awards made from November to October 2017/18 and November to October 2018/2019, donations received from Innogy Renewables £88,526 and £91,380 respectively.  
 
The two-year period covered has been an interesting time, with the Advisory Panel considering and supporting applications from individuals to further their educational and sporting experience, capital awards to further improve community assets as well as art and leisure activities for the community. 

A major development has been the establishment of the Middlemoor Endowment Fund at the Community Foundation, which is designed to ensure funds are available to the community of Eglingham Parish in the long-term. The Advisory Panel should be complimented on their approach; they not only understand what is needed to make the community more sustainable in the present, but also looked at how the Funds available today could be used to benefit future generations to meet their needs.  
 
Making the community a stronger and safer place to live has been at the forefront of the Fund’s grant making, Two Village Halls South Charlton and Eglingham, have benefited from awards for refurbishment, making them more attractive to current and potential users which will help to sustain them for future generations. The Fund supported Little Acorns pre-school Group, Eglingham Community Group and St James’ PCC for activities for older people, which together supported activities across all age groups in the Parish. 

I would like to offer my gratitude on behalf of the Community Foundation to the Advisory Panel members who have shown great enthusiasm and responsibility in ensuring the funds are used as effectively and efficiently as possible, continuing to deliver positive outcomes for the local community. 
 
This report includes a complete list of all the grant awards made (pg. 6), followed by thank you letters received from grant recipients. The final section ‘News from the people you have supported’ (pg. 22), includes monitoring reports received during 2018/19 for those grants awarded during the two year period 2017 to 2019. All feedback comes from the organisations and is in their own words; we hope that this gives an overview of the impact of the grants on the communities.  
 
On pages four and five you will find an overview of our Vital Signs report on Food Poverty, which highlights how philanthropy can make a difference in this area; we hope that this will spark debate and opportunities for future grant making. 
 
I hope that you will enjoy reading this report on the positive impact the Fund has already made and its potential for the coming years.
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Vital Signs 2019: Food poverty: how philanthropy can make a differencePete Barrett
Senior Programme Advisor

pb@communityfoundation.org.uk




Vital Signs is our flagship initiative to guide effective giving. It is based on national and local statistics and research; learning from our grant making and the views of our partners across the North East. This year we have been concentrating on the growing problem of food poverty in the region, and below we share headlines from our new report on this subject. As always, we have tried to identify ways that philanthropists can best help to address local needs.    

People in food poverty are unable to afford to eat properly. There is no definitive measure of the scale of this problem in the North East, but foodbanks run by the national Trussell Trust distributed over 64,000 emergency food packs here in 2018. This is likely to represent the tip of the iceberg since access to such provision is generally by referral only and short-term in nature, and many vulnerable people are put off by the stigma of using such services. 

Food poverty facts
The poorest 10% of UK households spend 5x more of their available income on feeding themselves than the most affluent.
1.2 million people in deprived areas now live in food deserts.


The major cause of food poverty is that income from low-paid work or benefits is simply not enough to meet the rising cost of food and fuel. In many poorer or more isolated areas – termed “food deserts” – the problem is made worse by problems with the local availability of good quality, affordable food. The North East is therefore particularly vulnerable. It has a relatively weak regional economy characterised by a predominance of low paid employment. Levels of benefit dependency are high, partially as a result of high unemployment but also reflecting an ageing population and high rates of disability. In a range of our communities – from deprived urban neighbourhoods to isolated rural settlements – local food shops are becoming few and far between. Getting access to good quality, affordable food is therefore a challenge for residents.

Some groups are at particular risk of falling into food poverty. Often it is just the loss of a few day’s wages, a benefit stoppage or broken washing machine that can tip the balance. For 132,000 children living in poor households in our region the school holidays create problems. It is estimated that one in 6 parents in poverty now skip meals to ensure their children are fed. The amount and quality of food available to their children is dramatically reduced with the loss of breakfast clubs and free school meals. The resulting “holiday hunger” contributes to the educational attainment gap between poor children and their more affluent peers with long term effects on life chances. There is also compelling evidence of food poverty affecting older, vulnerable and disabled people: in Gateshead during 2015 over a third of older people admitted to hospital were malnourished.
  
The good news is that community and voluntary organisations – often working in partnership with local government and the food industry – have mobilised to tackle the problem of food poverty. The growing visibility of foodbanks is symptomatic of this, but there are also many other types of service here in the North East that are working to address the problem. These range from schemes that ensure surplus food is redistributed through community cafes and shops, rather than going to landfill, to services that work to maximise family income by advising on issues like benefits and debt.  

As always with Vital Signs our aim is to shine a light on where the generosity of North East philanthropists can have the greatest impact. We have published a detailed research report “Food Poverty: how philanthropy can make a difference” that recommends the use of charitable funding for three purposes:

Living in food poverty
“…in the face of having little to spend, households prioritise purchasing foods that will not go to waste and that are most filling. Often this means a reliance on cheap foods that are nutrient-poor but calorie-rich.”
- End Hunger UK
“When my mum’s got the money then we can get snacks. Its 25 pence per item. We don’t get snacks if it’s a bad week. Sometimes we’re hungry.”
- Young person interviewed by the Children’s Commission on Poverty


1. To support the costs of service delivery, and in particular those associated with coordinating provision and covering projects’ core expenditure which are harder to get funded.

2. To increase provision to help children at risk of “holiday hunger”, particularly over the Summer. We recommend funding schemes that combine the minimum “4 hours a day, 4 days per week, 4 weeks per holiday” level of educational, physical activity and food provision that is proven to have maximum benefit to poorer children.

3. To address the causes of the problem by using evidence to influence policymakers locally and nationally and promoting good practice and partnership working between agencies. We see this as the best way to ensure that food poverty does not become entrenched in our region.

It is anticipated that the publication of our report will spark an interest in securing funding through the Community Foundation for projects that address food poverty. We hope that if these match your philanthropic interests that you will help us to support the important work of local civil society organisations in this area.

Mark Pierce
Director of Community Knowledge and Funding
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Grants awarded
	Grants awarded - 2017/2018

	St James' Church PCC
	2,000

	Activities for Older Residents in Eglingham
	

	The William Robertson Homes Association
	14,000

	William Robertson Homes
	

	Individual
	2,000

	Individual application for study costs
	

	Individual
	577

	Support for equipment and books for a BA Fashion course
	

	Individual
	2,000

	Support for university study
	

	Individual
	2,000

	Support for college study
	

	Eglingham Community Association
	2,000

	Improving the Cultural Footprint
	

	Individual
	1,260

	Purchase of a laptop for university study.
	

	Eglingham Community Association
	2,000

	Improving provision for Crafts in the Parish
	

	South Charlton Village Hall
	36,761

	Improve assets to increase opportunity and invest in our community
	

	Individual
	700

	Course fees for a water colour landscape painting course
	

	Individual
	2,000

	Cricket, training, travel & kit
	

	Eglingham Parish Council
	12,000

	Resurfacing of Eglingham Community field tennis court
	

	Eglingham Parish Council
	9,500

	Service surrounds of Eglingham Village Hall
	

	Little Acorns Pre-School
	337

	Practical support for providing young children with the right nutrition
	

	NTC Touring Theatre Company Ltd
	2,000

	Touring professional theatre to communities within the area of benefit
	

	St James' Church PCC
	6,094

	South Charlton grass cutting equipment
	

	17 Grants
	97,229



	Grants awarded - 2018/2019

	St James' Church PCC
	13,300

	Replace oil-fired central heating system in church
	

	Individual
	1,560

	An 18-week online editing course with Cornerstones Literary Consultancy
	

	St Maurice's PCC Eglingham
	6,163

	Eglingham Church Heating
	

	Little Acorns Pre-School
	720

	Offsite trips to enhance the children's learning
	

	Individual 
	2,000

	Accommodation and travel costs to support University study
	

	Little Acorns Pre-School
	280

	Intergenerational Project
	

	Individual
	2,000

	Support for university studies, travel, equipment and stationery
	

	Individual
	2,000

	Support Cricket Training, travel and equipment
	

	South Charlton Village Hall
	1,377

	Small folding tables
	

	Eglingham Community Association
	1,000

	Eglingham craft group development
	

	South Charlton Village Hall
	6,127

	Remove and replace guttering
	

	Breamish Hall
	4,589

	Purchase a commercial oven and extraction canopy
	

	Individual
	2,000

	Accommodation costs
	

	NTC Touring Theatre Company Ltd
	1,000

	Dracula at Eglingham Village Hall
	

	Eglingham Community Association
	2,000

	Gate repair and tennis club support
	

	Eglingham Village Hall
	30,000

	Kitchen upgrades
	

	Eglingham Village Hall
	1,155

	Creating Eglingham Women's Institute Centenary Garden
	

	St James' Church South Charlton PCC
Churchyard tree maintenance, felling and removal
	3,650

	Hear Abouts Magazine
Printer rental, supplies and software for 2019-24 for the Parish of Eglingham
	2,259

	South Charlton Community Network
Supporting grass roots activity in South Charlton
	1,000

	Individual
Support for university study, including laptop, bag, suit and bus pass
	1,833

	Eglingham Community Association
Running an evening Pilates class for the local community
	1,000

	Individual
Travel costs to University, sewing machine, overlocker and tablet computer
	2,000

	23 Grants
	89,013



Grants breakdown
The following graph show the breakdown of your grants across our Vital Signs themes.
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News from the people you have supported
	Eglingham Community Association

	Project:
	Night class for Landscapes in watercolour

	Grant amount:
	£2,000

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



There were 11 classes before Christmas, with one class being cancelled due to a faulty boiler in the Village Hall.  The Spring Term consisted of 13 classes, so all 24 were held.

Over the 24 classes, there were 86 attendees, with the most on any one night being 8 and the lowest being 1.  The weather seemed to play a big part in attendance.  

This is the first time evening classes have been held in the Parish and the first time art classes have been held as far as I am aware.  Those who attended learnt a huge amount over the period and really enjoyed their time.  That they felt confident enough to exhibit their work at the Church Flower Festival is testament to the quality of the teaching and the skill of the participants.  A mention must go to Frances Buckingham, the tutor who was excellent to work with throughout.

These classes were important in that they were the first time that Middlemoor Wind Farm Benefit money has been used to directly provide choices to improve the lives of Parishioners, by the provision of extra facilities, amenities or events.  It opened the way to new thinking on how to improve community within the parish. From this thinking, the improvements to the Craft Groups came.  Then the plays and musical events from the 'Cultural Events grant', through to the recent 'Trips for the elderly'.  All unique ways to improve life and community in the parish.

In order to fully utilise the grant and finish the classes with a flourish, some of the paintings were displayed at a flower festival held in Eglingham Church in September 18.  The tutor, Frances painted three watercolour paintings of the displays and they were the prizes in a raffle that the Church held, giving an unexpected boost to this most traditional of community events.  The whole event was held over the weekend 22nd - 23rd September, 2018.  It was very well attended, with many comments as to the quality of the paintings.  Raffle winners were delighted with their prizes and the whole weekend raised over £1,500 for Church Funds.  
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	St Maurice's PCC Eglingham

	Project:
	Eglingham Church Repairs

	Grant amount:
	£23,002

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland




The work was completed by January 2017, a slight delay on what was expected due to adverse weather conditions. The fabric of this ancient church is now in good repair and should last for many years without major further expenditure.

	Patrick Turner

	Project:
	To purchase IT equipment for university study

	Grant amount:
	£891

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland




I have purchased IT equipment, although some items previously specified in my original application have changed. For example, a newer version of the laptop I had selected was released with a much inflated price tag of over £1000, so I had to find a similar but cheaper alternative. Also when I went to purchase my other items, some were cheaper than expected and others were not available or more expensive.  I had requested funding for McAfee Antivirus but a free download version was included with my university IT set-up, therefore I didn't need to buy this.  Instead I put this money towards the cost of purchasing some printer ink.

Having a modern, efficient laptop has enabled me to get the most from my course during the last year.  I take my laptop to lectures, knowing that I can easily access the power points and additional resources. I have used Microsoft Office extensively, completing essays and reports on my laptop and have backed them up on the external hard drive. I did have a problem with my computer losing some of my work but had the hard drive, so retrieving them was relatively easy.  The hardware purchased has allowed me to adopt a flexible, independent and proactive approach to study, as well as helping me with time management, eliminating the need to find and use uni computers and printers.  As a result, I have passed all my end of year exams and am looking forward to entering my second year.






	Rona Forrest-Warren

	Project:
	Individual application for study costs

	Grant amount:
	£1,800

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland




I receive maximum student finance for NHS courses as well as maximum NHS bursary but after paying rent I have very little money to live off and the money I do have left has to go on necessities like food/bills/etc. This grant has allowed me to purchase things that I otherwise would not have been able to afford. Being able to purchase a laptop, new shoes/unifoms and stationary has greatly improved my studies. 

I have once again been able to achieve a first in my second year of my course, and I am now hoping to achieve a first class honours degree by the end of this final year. I feel my studying would not have been so well facilitated without the things I have bought using the grant. 
Being able to go home to the lovely countryside whenever I want without worrying about my bank balance has been a huge help throughout my second year, giving me well needed breaks from the busy Manchester lifestyle. Going home plays a big part on my mental state as I get homesick, however I have been able to go home more frequently than I would have if I did not receive the grant, allowing me to keep a clear mind and not get upset due to home sickness. 

Over the last year I have completed almost 800 hours of placement, during these placements I am working on children's wards and hopefully making a difference. Due to the busy timetable of student nurses, I have very little time to work, so this grant has hugely helped me out. 

I am now 3 months into my final year and I am so grateful for both grants I have received.




















	Ms Harriet Robson

	Project:
	Cricket, training, travel & kit

	Grant amount:
	£2,000

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



The grant has unquestionably enabled Harriet to take part, develop and have further opportunities:

2018 – what a year  - apologies if this report sounds like a Christmas Brag Letter  but Harriet has performed really well  and the funding which RWE Middle Moor Grant Fund has provided in assisting Harriet has been put to good use, in developing Harriet as a player, kitting her out and getting her about.  Basically, enabling her.

As ever literally there are just  a few weeks off from the end of the playing season to the commencement of selection procedures and winter training. Last year Harriet was selected to be part of the “Northern Durham Jets “ with players selected once trialled from  Cumbria, Northumberland and Durham. I believe there were 18 in the squad. Following a heavy training programme matches kicked off at the end of April 2018.

The Year has been hectic, it started well with a great warm up game for the Jets against Durham Women’s First Team. Going into the season, Harriet one of the youngest players was seen to be  a tail end batsman and lower order bowler. By the end of the first  game however she was the third highest run scorer for her team and had bowled well taking a couple of wickets  - this really was a great start  coming straight out of the Sedbergh  cricket course  and  she landed  running. The Sedbergh course went well and again the coaches were able to add to her spinning quality, fielding skills and batting positioning.  Continued offers of coaching have come from the Head Sedbergh Coach.

Some Highlights:

Sedbergh: Nearly a week of development, getting rid of the indoor bad habits, honest feedback and correctional play.

County under 13’s boys – In contrast to last season Harriet was a main stay for the boys only missing games which conflicted with the girls and women’s matches. Along with Lizzie Scott of Corbridge CC she took part in the boy’s tour to Taunton (King’s College) where parents had to take it in turn to Chaperone overnight to enable the girls to play. She ended the season being the leading wicket taker for the boys taking 13 wickets (next highest was 9 wickets). Her highlights were taking 4 wickets against Yorkshire Boys and then 3 for 12 off 5 overs against Cleveland her average batting was 31.33 runs .

Under 15 Girls: Having moved up a league the girls were going to find it hard, but they ended the season winning 11 of their 13 games, (one of which was cancelled due to rain). The biggest victory was against the Yorkshire first team in Yorkshire  - Harriet captained in the absence of her senior captain - went in to bat 4th and had a partnership of  119 with Lizzie Scott   - Harriet hit 66 off 60 balls (10  - 4’s) and running lots of extras . They won 204 for 7 (40 overs) and got Yorkshire all out for 186. (Harriet went on the pitch at 66 runs and was out with the score board on 201.
Harriet ended the season as the highest wicket taker for the under 15 girls with 14 wickets and was the second highest scoring batsman and leading fielding wicket taker. Her best bowling stats were 3 wickets  for 14  runs from 8 overs against Cheshire U15G

Northumberland Women: -  On the whole the season was poor for the Women only winning 4 of their 16 matches – but the team members who gave it their best were probably the youngsters. Harriet again came out top of the wicket takers  - she took 17 for the women – her best stats were 3 for 6 runs from 3.3 overs against Cumbria Women. She was on hattrick ball a lot but didn’t manage it this year.
The biggest development was in playing the Scottish team who were off to the World Cup qualifiers – Harriet didn’t bowl against them but away at Dumfries was our pick of the batsmen – unfortunately she ran out of batting partners. She also took one of the best fielding catches we have seen against Scotland at Home  - managing to catch a ball that was already passed her chasing and diving don’t know how she held it .

Harriet ended the season as :
· Top wicket taker for bowling in the county with 44 wickets the next highest was 21
· Top fielding wicket taker in the county with 19 victims (16 catches and 3 run outs)
· Second top run scorer in the County.
· Winner of the best Northumberland Girls Under 15 player 2018

Durham – Northern Jets
The Jets has been an amazing experience –  Harriet has put in some great performances against Yorkshire Diamonds both batting and bowling, Loughbrough Uni, Scotland, etc. This opportunity to play higher level has been enormously rewarding probably the best games the team has played have been their overnighters where they have had to bond as a team both at Loughbrough university and then at Berkshire ( on the way to and on the way back from the boys tour in Taunton)  They beat Berkshire will two balls to go an amazing, experience but no go for parents nerves!!

Harriet ended the season batting 6 or 7 and bowling probably too high up for our liking but she was joint highest wicket taker at the end of the season on 9 wickets. She delivered probably above every one’s expectations.

The Super 4’s T20’s was also organised via the Jets  this was an extraordinary day played in the Emirates Stadium only the second time ever that women have played on the pitch! Harriet a Panther and largely a younger team came in second after some fab performances.

Durham have just received RDC status and is now one of the 8 National Development Centres for the ECB. Harriet was re trialled just before Christmas with ECB scouts present and made the final 15 full squad members the age now being up to 21.
The new year of training has started, fitness, diet etc, etc.

More Locally:
With Alnmouth and Lesbury Harriet played only a couple of the U13 games limited by County responsibilities. Whilst some coaches didn’t like Harriet playing they soon realised that Harriet did everything she could to encourage the opposition, fielding for them if they were short, bowling and batting last and playing last man standing to let the opposition get more runs. She even was told off for not bowling at full pace – the upshot being she bowled the batsman out on the next ball – the umpire refrained from commenting thereafter.  She played for the U15 boys’ team and was a main batsman and bowler and  represented Howick (Alnmouth thirds) when she could. She ended the season taking 35 wickets for the club, 10 catches and 217 runs. (This was 3rd, 8th and 20th for the full men’s sections).

Harriet ended the season winning the  Howick Junior player of the year, the Clubs award for best bowler and the award for the most wickets in a game 5 for 20 runs against considerable sledging!

With Corbridge Women – Harriet was part of the league winning team. She was joint highest wicket taker and won the Best Women’s Batsman award at their end of year awards -twice  scoring 60 plus runs and was not out (she was unable to collect the award as she was playing hockey for the County in Wakefield).

Harriet also started playing  for Shotley Bridge in the Durham Women’s League  - again she put in good bowling and batting performances.

So, what’s coming up – Harriet has already been selected for the Girls Under 15 Squad,  who will be training once a week from January in Ashington. Northumberland Cricket Board have established an u17 team and I am led to believe Harriet will also be playing for them and the Women this season. She will attend training on Sundays when this doesn’t conflict with Jets. Harriet has also been asked to attend a spin bowling academy from January 14th every other week.
Jets training has started, and the sessions are weekly sometimes Sundays and midweek so travel will again be a huge expense.

I hope the Community Foundation and the awards panel agree that the Grant has been put to good use. We would like to thank the Grant Panel and RWE Innogy Middlemoor Community Benefit for their continued support of Harriet and hope that they will continue to help Harriet to develop as a player with the challengers a head.

Should it assist we could prepare a report for the Hear Abouts with some of the photos attached to the feedback – I don’t think Harriet’s stats will be of interest to everyone.








	Eglingham Community Association

	Project:
	Improving provision for Crafts in the Parish

	Grant amount:
	£2,000

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



More than 12 group sessions were provided due to the way South Charlton used their grant funding.  Most of it was spent on a professional tutor who attended sessions on a monthly basis and guided them through the production of a large tapestry project that will hang in the Village Hall once completed.  Eglingham had six guest tutors plus attendance by 9 members to a Willow weaving workshop on location at Lowick.

South Charlton, by contrast, decided they would make a large public mixed tapestry/embroidery artwork to display in their newly refurbished Village Hall.  A professional tutor was engaged to guide them and keep the project on track.  They did not want guest tutors or trips away and it would be fair to say that not everyone enjoyed being part of the project.  The group has a relatively stable membership which went neither up nor down during the period.

Eglingham Craft Group started the period with 5 - 6 members and finished with 15 full members.  It has been really successful and the group have utilised the grant to support travel to Fairs, guest tutors and practical workshops.  They have approached everything with enthusiasm and there is a real sense of community within the group.
The grant provided £950 to each craft group in the Parish.  As explained above, each group used the funding very differently.

Eglingham:

Utilised the funding to subsidise a range of different activities.  The enthusiasm they have shown throughout the year has drawn 10 new members to the group and they are now of a size that hopefully will be sustainable.  The pleasure, experience and tuition they have gained, due to the addition of a little funding, has been immeasurable.  The group has a real buzz about it and they are already planning for the next year.

South Charlton:

This group are slightly older and a bit more sedentary.  They like nothing better than meeting each week, doing their crafts and enjoying each others company.  They had no desire to go travelling, but agreed top go along with one of the group leaders suggestions to create a large artwork for the Village Hall after the refurbishment.  This has mostly been completed, but will require further funding to finish it off, get it framed and then to hang it up.

· Trip to Harrogate knitting and Craft Fair.
· Trip to Eyemouth Knitting Festival.
· Trip to Lowick Willow Weaving Workshop.
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	St James' Church South Charlton PCC

	Project:
	South Charlton grass cutting equipment

	Grant amount:
	£6,094

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



This machine is proving to be everything we hoped. Its all-terrain suspension copes well with the acute angle of some of our road-side verges and an amber waring light will be fitted shortly onto the roll bar. The engine is sufficiently powerful but relatively expensive in terms of fuel running cost. The first task we had to perform was to cut back the long grass, weeds and tree shrubs. We have successfully restored the grass banks to be pedestrian accessible and free from litter.

Village pride is becoming evident in many ways and it is delightful to notice dog walkers now also picking up car thrown rubbish and bringing it home to dispose of. These issues of community pride and rural access are making a significant contribution to village life. Other residents now are actively keeping their own road-side verges tidy, and litter is noticeable by its absence 

Something we did not expect, but the tractor is sufficiently robust that we have been able to cut through the green lane that ran from South to North Charlton until the late 19th century, and this now is a pleasant tree-lined lane much appreciated by walkers, particularly when fields are full of young and boisterous stock


The one unexpected problem we have experienced is an increase in HGV traffic taking logs west to east through the village en route to the new wood drying plant at Rock village on the other side of the A1. These extremely large lorries often have driven onto the grass verges rather than stop on the road to allow approaching traffic past them. We have registered our road safety concerns with the Parish Council, with our local County Councillor and to the retrospective Planning Application for the drying plant.
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	South Charlton Village Hall

	Project:
	Improve assets to increase opportunity and invest in our community

	Grant amount:
	£36,761

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



New toilets and hand washing facilities installed in both ladies and gents washrooms, with additional facilities for the very young.

Hall bookings have increased over the past 9 months, with increased interest from both individuals, organisations and additional bookings from existing users. The hall has been transformed into a warm and welcoming space for so many existing and potential users. It is a safer, cleaner and refreshingly up-to-date with modern functioning facilities. People want to use the building again.

The hall has been tranformed into a space where people can come together to socialise and /or work. The new lighting ensures that meetings and arts and craft sessions can be accommodated purposefully and successfully, the installation of the partition wall has created greater flexability and been welcomed by many of our users. The smaller areas lend themselves well to more intimate functions and smaller social gatherings, whilst we have managed to maintain the larger space when needed.

The hall now functions as a 'whole' with each area now complementing each other. 

The feedback from so many has been so positive. The community groups using the hall and local artists have created artwork to display within the building, an ongoing project with interest continuing to grow.

The local community and regular users are really beginning to take ownership of the building and giving it a lot more love. The Village Hall is becoming the focal point for the locality and providing a hub of connection and social interaction.

A very positive and successful project.
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	Eglingham Parish Council

	Project:
	Resurfacing of Eglingham Community field tennis court

	Grant amount:
	£10,000

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



The Tennis Court was resurfaced in May 2018.
The grant has revitalised Tennis in Eglingham.  From a standing start to over subscribed coaching in one year.  Wider benefits have also accrued, with coaches from Alnwick bringing pupils out to the court for lessons whilst the Alnwick Courts were resurfaced.  The hire charges have helped the club to get established.

Following the resurfacing of the court, social play sessions were immediately started by the Tennis Club.  These were quite small to start with, but have grown so much that social play is now spread over separate nights.  Coaching was introduced in summer 2018, for both adults and juniors.  This has grown so popular that the junior coaching that is running for the length of the 2019 school holidays (20 places on two separate sessions x 6 weeks) is over subscribed and has a waiting list.  Adult coaching has been separated into novice and intermediate, as again, it was getting oversubscribed.  As the numbers increase, so does the available coaching.
Competition ladders are beginning to be created as more players come forward.

People playing tennis have also suggested future developments to the Village Field that would aid fitness, like outdoor gym equipment and an outdoor table tennis table.  

The social play must not be underestimated, as people who have not played tennis for years (possibly not at all) are joining in. This is improving the health of the population in a way that we have not managed to do before.  

It has also revitalised the Village Field, giving it a real purpose and use.  It was the school sports field.  It is developing as the Village sports and recreation field, mas well as being a lovely spot to be.
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	The William Robertson Homes Association

	Project:
	William Robertson Homes

	Grant amount:
	£14,000

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



The work was carried out within the time frame given. Graeme Stephenson from the Foundation visited the property in March 2018.

Work completed within the time frame Graeme Stephenson viewed the completed work.

The grant has enabled the Association to preserve its reserves which are required for the upkeep of the 15 properties operated by the trust.

The property was in a poor state of decoration and needed a new kitchen and bathroom the electrical system was also out of date.  The renovation works have provided a totally refurbished property with which the elderly tenants are delighted.  The walk in shower is particularly welcome as it provides easier access than a bath for those with mobility issues.

















	Little Acorns Pre-School

	Project:
	Practical support for providing young children with the right nutrition

	Grant amount:
	£337

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



Parents are now providing a nutritionally balanced packed lunch for their children. The lunch boxes were designed to educate and help the parents to understand what makes a good lunchbox. Being compartmentalised into the 5 food groups in the correct portion sizes for the children, our parents have been encouraged to provide an appetising rainbow of fruit, vegetables, low sugar or natural yoghurts, and to switch to low salt proteins and carbohydrates for a healthier diet.
We continue to grow fruit and vegetables with the children, prepare and cook a range of healthy snacks and meals and encourage them to talk about the importance of maintaining a healthy diet. The feedback from parents has been very positive. There isn't a day goes by when the children don't arrive with their special lunch boxes containing a rainbow of healthy food.

We have grown fruit and vegetables, prepared and cooked healthy meals with the children for many years, but more recently we have extended 'healthy lifestyles' initiatives to members of the local community and have invited them to share our lunches and produce with us. This has really emphasised to the young children the importance of good health and physical exercise and a healthy diet and enabled them to share their learning and experiences with older generations.

We have spent some time looking at ways to protect and care for our planet EARTH with the children and obviously looking at ways of reducing the amount of plastic in the environment. Not a single plastic bag or portion of clingfilm has been used to wrap food since the lunch boxes were launched back in September. Another positive for the environment and for our children!!









	St James' Church South Charlton PCC

	Project:
	Activities for Older Residents in Eglingham

	Grant amount:
	£2,000

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



It was a pleasure to see these lovely old people with so many memories of our neighbourhood but who usually get out rarely or only travel as far as Alnwick enjoying the friendship and time out with friends old and new. Even those few who do drive a little said how nice it was not simply to be a passenger but with the higher views from inside the minibus being able to see sights you just cannot from inside a small car.

Mixing villagers with Grovewood residents worked very well indeed, and I'm sorry not to have recorded comments from a History professor and a Lancaster bomber pilot, both residents last year, who chattered away on the bus all the way to the Sill, and I'd have liked their comments on the historical presentations from their perspective. Comments from Grovewood staff accompanying that trip were that they had really appreciated this.

These outings were widely pubilicised with posters in Eglingham and South Charlton, articles before and after in HearAbouts, word-of-mouth and simplified contact details. Despite this, uptake came only from South Charlton, no single person outside of this village took part.

One planned trip in late summer last year had to be cancelled as the Upper Coquetdale Community Transport bus broke down just days before the planned trip. Then Ayman Bakr, the manager at Grovewood House (the residents care home in South Charlton) left to move south with his family in the autumn, following which his two sisters struggled to cope with CQC admin requirements
This charity bus was unavailable for our much enjoyed Christmas trip to the Pantomime in South Shields preceded by award-winning fish & chips at Colmans. although we had fewer participants than planned when the Alnwick bus replacement turned up on the day with a smaller minibus than ordered, for which no charge has been raised.
Finally with help from the completely new management and admin team at Grovewood we ran a tremendous coastal tour in mid June 2019, complete with a pensioners lunch at The Barn at Beale and ice-creams on Holy Island. Message learned - our old-folk enjoy a day out woth no more than nice run around areas they remember fondly, a chance to chat with one another, a simple lunch and home in time for tea!

Objective #3 For everyone involved to have a fun day out
Fortunately and despite difficulties above, everyone who went on any or all of the trips had a wonderful time and thoroughly enjoyed their adventure(s) and photographs are attached separately.
Village residents individually (rather than Grovewood House residents) comments include:
Charlton Stafford (76) retired farm-worker "My favourite was the trip to Beamish; I loved seeing all the pld things, so much that I remember from my childhood working with my father on the family farm"
Anne Gray (78) retired distric midwife "It was the journeys through the beautiful countryside we enjoyed as much as where we went. The drive to Hadrians Wall was very special althougn there really wasn't that much at The Sill when we got there!"
Mrs Jean North (85) retired school teacher "I really enjoyed the Panto. All the characters were bright and cheerful and told really canny local stories. They made us all laugh"
Sadly with the complete change from family management to th e new team at Grovewood House, comments collected from 2018 trips are not available. However Sylvia Ward, part of the new team, wrote as follows immediately after the Holy Island trip:
"The residents of Grovewood House have asked me to extend their appreciation and delight for their recent excursion'Coast and Castles' tour.
Everyone including the two carers who accompanied them and other Charlton residents thoroughly enjoyed the outing, which included Bamburgh, Seahouses, Alnwick and Holy Island. They completed their tour with lunch at the Barn, Beal and an ice cream. It was a fantastic day. Getting out and about is not easy for those less able and the tour gave an opportunity to visit local places they knew from earlier times. Please pass on their thanks to the Windfarm Fund co ordinatiors."

It was not a specific objective but I think we have integrated Grovewood much more into the village community by these shared days out and perhaps removed some of the fear that our own elders have had about eventually ending up there themselves.

Without exception, everyone who went on any of these trips said how much they enjoyed themselves and hope they may continue.
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	Eglingham Parish Council

	Project:
	Service surrounds of Eglingham Village Hall

	Grant amount:
	£9,500

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



Hall bookings are up on last year.  We introduced an Artisan Fair as well as our usual Christmas market and these events were very well attend.  Also attendees increased due to cultural events being funded by the grant panel and organised by Malcolm Angus (Grant panel member). 

We have had more community events were there have no admission charges but where donations were welcome.  We have also had the cultural events this last year put on by Malcolm Angus.

The village hall now looks the part and is in an excellent state of repair externally.
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	NTC Touring Theatre Company Ltd

	Project:
	Touring professional theatre to communities within the area of benefit

	Grant amount:
	£ 2,000

	Area of benefit:
	Northumberland



We performed 'Heartspur' on 29 September and 'The Little Maid Who Danced to Every Mood' on 16 January.

This was the first time we had been engaged by the Eglingham Committee to perform at the Village Hall. We would normally estimate audiences of 20 for the first year, 40 for the second year and upwards for the third year. The estimated audience figures were from the venue. We believe that the Heartspur figure was very promising and this has been mirrored in the Dracula figures for May 2019. However, the committee have decided that they are unlikely to take the Christmas show again and there are not enough children in the village but they are working with South Charlton to determine whether a performance might be possible there instead.

We are pleased to say that we worked with four trainees over the period of these shows: 1 actor and 1 stage manager for the autumn show and 2 actors for the Christmas show. We are also pleased to say that each one of those people will be working with NTC at least once this year and Stuart Hanrahan has become our permanent stage manager.

The first year was very interesting for both NTC and the Eglingham committee. In particular, it has helped to focus the committees ideas of what will sell well and what won't. In 2019, the committee have chosen to have only Dracula: The Travesty!, although there are two other shows this year: The Stars Look Down and The Snow Queen, they believe Dracula will sell well.
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To:
The advisors for the Innogy Renewables UK Middlemoor Wind Farm Community Fund

RE: Award 191176

1wish to express my sincere gratitude for the award of the above grant which will enable me to
complete an editing course with Cornerstones Literacy Consultancy. | am really looking forward to
January when | begin the course.

To write is an ambition 've held for many years, so the opportunity of having support to bring my
novel to publication standard is very exciting. | will also have the confidence to share my enjoyment
of writing with others, once | have learned the art of editing from an industry perspective.

‘Thank you once again for this support, as without it 1 would be unable to take up this opportunity.
Yours sincerely,

Frances Buckingham
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|
Eglingham Vicarage, Eglingham, Northumberland NE66.2TX
E-mail: marion penfold@btinternet.com

Tel: (01665) 578250

Mr Rob Williamson,
Chief Executive,

Community Foundation,

Philanthropy House,

Woodbine Road,

Gosforth,

Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 1DD 2nd December 2018

Dear Mr Williamson,

Re: Grant Offer from the Community Foundation for St. Maurice’s Church, Eglingham.

I'am writing to thank The Innogy Renewables UK Middlemoor Wind Farm on behalf of
myself and the Parochial Church Council for the generous grant that we have received
for £6,163.00 for St. Maurice’s, Eglingham.

The grant will enable us to replace a 30-year-old boiler that was very temperamental
with a new more efficient one. Without the help of our donor we would have never been
able to replace this equipment for many years

Once again, | must thank you for your generosity,

Yours sincerely,
Marion Penfold

Vicar

The Breamish and Till Benefice.
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Innogy Renewables UK Middlemoor Windfarm Community fund
/o Community Foundation

Philanthropy House

Woodbine Road

Gosforth

Newcastle

NE3 10D

11/12/2018
Dear Sirs

Little Acorns Pre School Grant
Thank you for providing a grant in the sum of £720.00 o Little Acorns Pre School,

‘This grant will enable us to take the children on six off site trips over the academic year. This will
supplement their learning by enabling them to undertake one off site trip each half term and will
definitely enhance their learning experiences.

Kind regards

Yours sincerely

MJ 3%&@4

For and on behalf of Little Acorns Pre School
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Board of Trustees
Innogy Renewables UK Middiemoor Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund
/o Community Foundation

Philanthropy House

Woodbine Road

Gosforth

Newcastle

NE3 10D

Dear Trustees,
‘Thank you for your kind award of £2000 towards travel and living expenses for my Master's Degree in
Sustainability & Consultancy. | really appreciate your support. The money will make a real difference to
me, easing my financial burden and allowing me to concentrate on my studies and achieve my goal.

Please pass on my thanks to everyone involved.

Yours faithfully,

Rl

Samuel Bailey
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Board of Trustees,

Innogy Renewables UK Middlemgor. Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund
/o Community Foundation

Philanthropy House

Woodbine Road

Gosforth

Newcastle

NE3 1DD

Dear Trustees,

1 thank you for your generous grant of £2,000 which will contribute towards the payment for my
accommodation during my second year of study at the University of Central Lancashire. This money
will help me afford accommodation, which is recommended by the university ensuring that it's a
safe place to live and easing my financial worry. This will enable me to focus my attention wholly on
my university studies.

Please thank all those involved in awarding this grant, | appreciate all of your support.

Yours faithfully,

Miss Jessica Bailey
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Dear Advisors for the Innogy Renewables UK Middiemoor Wind Farm
Community Fund,

EGLINGHAM WI’s CENTENARY GARDEN

The ladies of Eglingham Wi are delighted that the Community Foundation,
acting on your behalf, has agreed to fund our proposal to create a Centenary
Garden at the Village Hall.

The Village Hall has been the meeting place of the WI for over 100 years, and
the whole community has benefited recently from the input of monies from
your fund which has helped modernise the Hall both inside and out.

After a request from the Village Hall Committee, the Wi agreed to plan and
plant a small garden in front of the Hall as a project to mark their Centenary.
This narrow garden strip has been neglected for years, and is desperately in
need of attention. This project will significantly improve the surroundings and
setting of the Hall.

As we had no funds of our own for this work, we are extremely grateful to you
for your financial support to enable us to make this happen.

Yours sincerely,

(st Brewsted

Carolyn Brewster
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SOUTH CHARLTON COMMUNITY NETWORK

4 Ditchburn Road
South Charlton
Alnwick
NEG6 2)U
RWE Energy - Middlemoor
C/o Community Foundation
Gosforth

Newcastle upon Tyne

Thank you for your recent grant of £1000, approved by the Community Foundation.
It will be used for a number of small short term projects which encourage people to meet
together, develop new skills, participate in village activities and generally create a stronger
community spirit and sense of belonging. We look forward to putting the grant to good use
and to reporting to the Foundation on how it has had a really positive impact, in due course.

Yours sincerely,

J\,&-j"i 41&5%.3.@;

Mes. Lornin Toen
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Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to thank you for the opportunity you have provided to me through the Innogy
Renewables UK Middlemoor Wind Farm Community Fund.

I have been awarded £1833 to help me purchase study materials for my Bar Professional
Training Course (BPTC) that | will be doing at BPP University in Leeds. With this money | will
be purchasing several essential items for my studies including a bus pass and a high-quality
laptop. These items will allow me to maximise my studying experience and ensure that | get
the most from what will be a challenging but worthwhile year of studies.

Moreover, this fund money is of further importance to me as | would otherwise not have
been able to purchase these items without taking out a loan. Throughout this year | have
been working as an advocate for people in care homes and hospitals across
Northumberland. | have been able to save enough money through this job to cover the cost
of my course and my accommodation but not for the essential additional items that | will be
purchasing with the money that has been awarded to me. The community fund has
guaranteed that | will be studying for the BPTC without the considerable additional stress
that a repayment of a loan would place on me.

By studying for the BPTC | will be working towards an accreditation that is essential to me
fulfilling my long-term ambition of qualifying and then practicing as a barrister. | am now
able to go into this course safe in the knowledge that | have the resources that | need to
study and perform to as high as possible standard. Your money has put me in the best place
possible to turn my aspirations in to reality. Thank you for this invaluable support.

Kind regards,

Daniel Leng
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Eglingham Community Association
Eglingham Moor
Eglingham
Alnwick
NE66 2UD
29" August 2019
Innogy Renewables UK
Middlemoor Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund

Grant Panel

Dear Members
1 would hereby like to thank you for supporting Eglingham Community Association's
application for funding to support the creation of Evening Class in Pilates in
Eglingham

“The support will allow us to try and develop and grow these classes with the
intention of improving the health, wellbeing and fitness of the community.

1 would also like to thank you for the speed with which this application has been
processed. Well done to all concermned

Yours faithfully

Milbstk Foyr .

Malcolm Angus
Chair
Eglingham Community Association
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03/11/18

‘Thank You Letter for Recipient Of Middlemoor Windfarm Grant

Dear Board,

My name s Ella Louise Scott - a thankiul recipient of the Middlemoor Windfarm Grant for the past
Gouple years. Due to recently spending the remainder of my 2017/2018 grant, | believe a big
‘thank you' is in order.

Without the grant, | would not have just been able to complete an Emergency trip from Salford to
Eglingham to attend to my family pet who has taken il of recent. Luckily, he is now on the mend,
but without the grant, | would not have been able to jump on a train and travel home to be with
my family without it.

Not only has the grant allowed me to travel too and from Eglingham when needed, but has also
helped me pass my second year of university, and embark on my current third year. Due to
applying and receiving the 2017/2018 grant late, | have been able to fund myself through the
entire year and the beginning of this year which is a gigantic bonus.

Without the grant, | wouid not have passed my second year as good as | have. Due to reading an
enormous pile of books (funded by the grant) | managed to produce exam questions and
assignments which were rich in secondary research, and explore genres by reading both fiction
and non-fction books. Without the grant, | physically would not have been able to purchase the
sheer amount of reading material that | have this year, meaning that my marks would definitely not
have been as excellent.

By waiting to send this letter untilthe end of the year, | have been able to see the full benefits and
the positive effects of being able to access the Middiemoor Windfarm Grant. | want to say a big
thank you for granting me the money, which has been extremely useful, and hopefully our
relationship shall continue this year also.

Kind Regards,

Ella Scott
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‘This machine has proven to be everything
we hoped. Its al-terrain suspension copes
well with the acute angle of some of our
foad-side verges. The engine s sufficiently
powerlul but relatively expensive in terms of
fuel running cost

Over the winter e senviced the,

tractor ourselves, then bought and
fitted a flashing waming light - see
invoice from Northumbrian Garden

Machinery

“The first task we had to perform was to cut back the.
long grass, weeds and tree shrubs from all verges. The
new brush cutter performed well aithough this quickdy
exposed the need for Derek to wear more robust
clothing, also supplied by Abbey Garden Machinery.

As a side benefit o this manual exercise we picked up
and removed all oad-side litter; McDonald's has much
to answer for!
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Now wearing the high-viz jacket, Derek has
taken to the tractor as a duck to water and has
been out every fortnight gradually restoring the
grass banks to be pedestian accessible and
free from liter. We have bought waming signs
toinform oncoming trafic that there may be
hazard ahead vith help from Norihumberland
County Council signs depariment

Vilage pride is becoming evident in many
ways and itis delightful o notice dog
walkers now also picking up car thrown
rubbish and bringing it home to dispose of

‘Something we did not expect, but the tractor is
sufficiently robust that we have been abl to cut
through the green lane that ran from South to
North Chartton unti the late 19 century, and
this now is a pleasant tree-fined lane much
appreciated by walkers, particularly when fields
are full of young and boisterous stock

These issues of community pride
and rural access are making a
significant contribution to viliage .

Other residents now are competing
to keep their own road-side verges
tidy and lter s noticeable by its
apsence.
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One problem of an aging vilage

wonderful old flowers and shrubs.

Derek tentatively took the tractor into
this allotment and wih the biade set at
its highest and engine on full povier,
has successfuly cut down all the worst
and most woody brambles. We then
cleared up the edges with the brush
cutter before the winter and Spring is
seeing the re-emergence of floviers

John Rutherford
PCC Treasurer

community i the maintenance of our
allotment field, and in particular the
plot nearest to the roadside which has
become completely overgrown with
vicious brambles and netties. We.
considered killng these offwith
chemicals but rejected this option as
undemeath the wildemess are many

P

3

The tractor is keptina
secure, locked area
directly across the road
from the church — those
trees are now need
pruning, grant application
to follow shortly!

8May 2019
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We simply could not have
done any of this without the
cheerful help and support
from staff at Grovewood
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L:R Anne Gray, Jean
North, June Lawson,
Jean’s friend Laurie
who pushed her,

Charlton Stafford
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Beamish —
June 2018
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Getting everyone onto the
bus was always “interesting”
but most times we sat
everyone next to who they
wanted or at least alongside

Al
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1. Fence removed, and car park be extended back to the wall as shown in the below picture.

Before
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Al current fencing and side gates to be replaced with new and area behind the fencing cleared back
1 meter from rubbish or plants etc. As shown in the below pictures.
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Gate After
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o the rear of the property a new fence is required six feet from the building line, continuing from the
current fence line, to the sde of the adjacent property.

After work
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