
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
TRITON KNOLL PRESS RELEASE 

 

  

 

   

 
STRICTLY EMBARGOED:  3.30pm 31 August 2018 
 

Triton Knoll announces major turbine deal and east coast ports plans 
 

• MHI Vestas to provide 90 of its V164-9.5 MW turbines  

• Able Seaton Port leads turbine construction, expanding project’s UK investment 

• Grimsby is target for long term operations base. 
 
 
innogy SE today confirmed Financial Close for the 860MW(1) Triton Knoll Offshore Wind Farm, 
announcing the project’s turbine supply contract and the east coast UK ports which will build and service 
the offshore giant. 
 
Triton Knoll has placed orders with world-leading turbine manufacturer MHI Vestas to provide the 
offshore project with 90 of its V164-9.5 MW machines, currently considered to be the most powerful on 
the market. 
 
MHI Vestas will establish a full-scale turbine pre-assembly operation at Able UK’s Seaton Port in 
Teesside,  from enabling works to loadout. It is anticipated that, in total the port activity involving all 
partners could create around 100 new and predominately  local jobs, and unlock over £16m investment 
in new infrastructure and equipment. 
 
Triton Knoll has also agreed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with ABP to use its Grimsby facility 
as the wind farm’s long term Operations and Maintenance (O&M) base. Studies estimate the O&M work 
has the potential to support up to 170 direct and indirect long term jobs. 
 
innogy, the majority equity shareholder of Triton Knoll (59%), is managing the construction of the project 
on behalf of partners J-Power (25%) and Kansai Electric Power(16%). 
 

Julian Garnsey Project Director, Triton Knoll said it was an exciting day for the project: “This is a great 
moment for Triton Knoll and the UK offshore wind industry as we formally secure the means to deliver 
around £2billion of new UK energy infrastructure. Triton Knoll expects to deliver at least 50% of our 
investment with UK firms over the project’s lifecycle and at the height of construction we expect to see 
over 3000 people working on the project. 
 
“We are delighted to be expanding the project’s UK footprint with MHI Vestas and these two east coast 
ports. The subsequent investment in Able UK’s Seaton port facility represents a great opportunity to 
enhance offshore wind port facilities within the Northern Powerhouse region.” 
 
MHI Vestas will supply 90 of its most powerful world-leading turbines to the project. Turbine tower 
sections, blades and nacelles will be assembled at Seaton, before being loaded on to construction vessels 
for transport and installation at the wind farm, over 30 kilometres offshore. 
 
MHI Vestas CEO, Philippe Kavafyan said: “With financial close now reached for Triton Knoll, the UK has 
again affirmed its position as the global leader in offshore wind. This means highly-skilled jobs in the local 
offshore wind sector. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

  

 

 
“In providing 90 of our flagship V164-9.5 MW turbines, MHI Vestas is proud to partner with Triton Knoll 
to leverage our UK industrial footprint, notably our production of blades already being successfully 
exported, and work with Able UK to develop the Seaton facility into a full-scale, pre-assembly site for this 
project.” 
 
Able UK will develop an additional 140metres of new heavy-duty quayside at the port, and invest in 
equipment and facilities to support delivery of Triton Knoll. It says the investment will help the port 
become a competitive force within the offshore sector and providing considerable opportunities for the 
local supply chain. 
 
Able UK’s Executive Chairman Peter Stephenson, said : “We have enjoyed a long and constructive 
relationship with Triton Knoll culminating in today’s announcement – it’s a massive vote of confidence in 
the UK, ourselves and the Teesside supply chain. Our sustained investment means we can provide a 
bespoke and tailor-made solution for Triton Knoll. 
 
“This contract effectively completes Able’s offshore wind CV and is very much the start of something that 
will continue to grow. Government policy supports further growth in the offshore wind sector, with some 
of that potential on our doorstep, such as innogy’s Sofia project. However, we do not take things for 
granted and our first and most important task is to ensure the successful and efficient execution of this 
exciting project.” 
 
For more information about the project, please visit: www.tritonknoll.co.uk 

 
Ends 
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SUPPORTING QUOTES 
Ben Houchen, the elected Mayor of Tees Valley commented:  “This is an incredibly important and 
strategic announcement for our area, and underlines both the reality and the ongoing potential that we 
have to offer in respect of offshore wind. Able is already experienced in supporting foundations 
installation  and will now be able to showcase Able Seaton Port facility (ASP) and the wider area as a 
world class location for the installation of wind turbines. 
 
“We look forward to this positive trend continuing and anticipate we will be well placed to provide similar 
support to the massive wind farms making up the Dogger Bank zone, as well as looking to further 
opportunities beyond that to the end of the next decade.” 
 
Editors notes 

 

Triton Knoll is located 32km off the Lincolnshire coast. It has a planned installed capacity of 860MW(1), 
capable of supplying the equivalent of over 800,000 UK households per year with renewable electricity. 

http://www.tritonknoll.co.uk/
mailto:mark.fleming@tritonknoll.co.uk
mailto:netherington@ableuk.com
mailto:mijmo@mhivestasoffshore.com


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

  

 

 
(1) Energy Generation 
It is estimated that the average annual generation expected at the site could be equivalent to the approximate domestic needs of an expected 
minimum of 800,000 average UK households. 
Energy predicted to be generated by the proposal is derived using wind speeds monitored in the local area and correlated with long term 
reference data. The energy capture predicted and hence derived homes equivalent figure may change as further data are gathered. 
Equivalent homes supplied is based on an annual electricity consumption per home of 4100 kWh. This figure is supported by recent domestic 
electricity consumption data available from The Digest of UK Energy Statistics and household figures from the UK National Statistics Authority." 

 
About innogy SE 
innogy SE is a leading German energy company, with revenue of around €43 billion (2017), more than 42,000 employees and activities in 16 
countries across Europe. With its three business segments Renewables, Grid & Infrastructure and Retail, innogy addresses the requirements of a 
modern, decarbonised, decentralised and digital energy world. Its activities focus on its  
about 22 million customers, and on offering them innovative and sustainable products and services which enable them to use energy more 
efficiently and improve their quality of life. The key markets are Germany, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Belgium, as well as several 
countries in Central Eastern and South Eastern Europe, especially the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland. In renewable power generation, the 
company is also active in other regions, e.g. Spain, Italy and the USA, with a total capacity of 3.9 gigawatts. As a leader of innovation in future-
oriented fields like eMobility, we are represented in the international hot-spots of the technology industry such as Silicon Valley, Tel Aviv and 
Berlin. We combine the extensive expertise of our energy technicians and engineers with digital technology partners, from start-ups to major 
corporates. 
 
Renewables 
We plan, build and operate plants to generate power and extract energy from renewable sources. Part of our portfolio are wind and hydro 
power plants as well as solar and biomass plants. Currently, we are particularly strongly represented in our home market, Germany, followed by 
the United Kingdom, Spain, the Netherlands, Poland and Italy. Our aim is to expand renewables in Europe further, both on our own and working 
with partners. We believe that working together in this way is the key to making the energy transition a success. With an installed capacity of 
more than 925 megawatts in offshore wind and with over 2100 megawatts in onshore wind, innogy is one of the major operators in Europe. At 
the moment we are focusing on continuing to expand our activities in wind power. That's why, in addition to our core markets, we are already 
active in new markets such as the USA and Ireland. Another growth technology is the construction of utility-scale photovoltaic power plants - for 
example in Australia. 

 


