
Answer to Question on Property Prices 
 
Property Prices 
 
For most of us, the purchase of our family home is the single largest financial investment we will 
make in our lives. It is completely justifiable that property owners, on hearing that a wind farm is to 
be developed in their community, would be anxious about the effect this might have on the resale 
value of their home. These concerns have driven a great deal of research in many different countries 
over the last 20 years that has examined house prices in communities close to wind farms.  
 
In short, it may be impossible to say if property prices are affected, but the analysis done to date 
shows that the bulk of the research shows that there is no impact on property values from the 
development of wind energy projects. There is no peer reviewed evidence that wind farms lower 
property prices or that they impact on property prices in Ireland.  
  
An enormous amount of research, some of which is summarised below, has been carried out in this 
area. While the vast majority of studies have found no evidence that wind farms have a negative 
impact on property prices, there is research that contradicts this.1   
  
The first truly largescale studies on house prices were carried out in the United States by the 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.  
  
Their first report, published in 2009, examined almost 7,500 house sales from 1996 to 2008 across 
nine different US states. The homes were all located within 10 miles of 24 different wind farms. It 
found no evidence of any statistically significant effect on house prices.2  
  
A second study, published in 2013, looked at more than 51,000 house sales within 10 miles of 67 
different wind farms in nine US states. Just over a thousand of these sales took place within one mile 
of a wind farm. Again, the study found no evidence that wind farms reduce property prices.3 

  
In 2014 the Berkeley group, with other researchers, examined 122,198 house sales in the US state of 
Massachusetts between 1998 and 2012. They looked at homes sold within five miles of 41 existing 
or planned wind turbines and again found no evidence that the turbines affected property prices.   
  
In Britain, a major piece of research was published by Renewable UK and the Centre for Economics 
and Business Research which looked at more than a million house sales from 1995 to 2013 and 
compared the 82,000 which took place within five kilometres of a wind farm with the others. It 
found no indication the presence of a wind farm had any effect on house prices.4 

  
However, while the majority of studies indicate there is no impact on property prices from wind 
farms there have been other conclusions.  
  
In April 2014 the London School of Economics Spatial Economic Research Centre published a report 
based on 125,000 house sales in England and Wales between 2000 and 2012. The study found an 
average reduction in the value of the house of between 5 and 6 per cent within 2 km of very large 
wind farms.5 
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This study obviously disagree substantially with the findings from Renewable UK and the Centre for 
Economic and Business Research and so this led to further research which was published in Scotland 
in 2016.6  
  
This, again, found no evidence of a negative impact from wind turbines on house prices and suggests 
that “generally speaking the effect is either positive…or not distinguishable from zero”.  
  
The authors try to explain why research carried out in Scotland found a very different result to that 
carried out in England even though the approach was very similar to that used in the LSE study.  
  
The authors suggest a number of possibilities including:  

• Attitudes towards wind farms may be different in Scotland than in other parts of the UK.  
• In Scotland, a much higher proportion of turbines are likely to be located on moors and 
mountains and in more remote areas than in England and Wales.  
• Some wind farms, especially in Scotland, enhance the local area by providing tracks for 
walkers, cyclists, horse riders and other members of the community, as well as substantial 
community benefit funds.  

  
There is other research to suggest the context in which a wind farm is developed is important. A 
study published in 2017 looked at the impact of a specific wind farm on Wolfe Island in Canada.7 This 
is a unique location for a wind farm as the island is on the Canadian side of the St Lawrence River, 
directly across from the community of Cape Vincent in the state of New York.  
  
The research found that the wind farm had no effect on house prices on the Canadian side, including 
the island where the wind farm was built, but there was a substantial impact on the value of 
properties on the American side of the river even though these were further away from the wind 
farm.  
  
The researchers suggest several explanations for this:  

• Firstly, as with the Scottish model, the attitude people have to wind farms might be a factor 
pointing to evidence of greater support for wind energy among people living on the Canadian 
side of the border.  
• Secondly, many of the properties on the American side were holidays homes which meant 
the view was possibly a larger factor in the price of the property than it was on the Canadian 
side.  
• Thirdly, and possibly most importantly, since the wind farm was built on the Canadian side 
of the border, the developer only engaged with people living on that side and only the township 
on the Canadian side received any community benefit investment. There was no effort to discuss 
the project or provide benefits to anyone on the American side of the border.  

  
While it may be impossible to give a definitive answer to the question there are some conclusions 
that can be drawn from this brief analysis.  
  
Firstly, the bulk of research over the years shows that there is no impact on property values from the 
development of wind energy projects.  
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Secondly, while there is some research to indicate that there is a negative effect experts suggest that 
the reasons for these may be related to public attitudes to wind energy, the specific location, the 
quality of community engagement and whether community benefit payments are made.  
  
That suggests that effective community engagement can make a big difference and ensure there is 
little or no impact on property prices. This would require the community and the developer engaging 
honestly to ensure that the project is planned and constructed in such a way that it minimises 
impact on the community.   
  
It is also helpful if there are clear gains for local people, not just in community funding, but in 
developing recreational facilities as in the Scottish study and also visible in Ireland at Mount Lucas 
and the Galway Wind Park.  
 

 


